FORMATION   OF   PARISHES
their domains, and induced the bishop to attach a priest to them.
After four centuries of this gradual process, the whole country-
side had been provided with churches, each served by its priest.
From the seventh century onward, the territory in charge of each
priest became known by the Greek name of parish (parockia),
formerly applied to the territory under the supervision of the
bishop, which was henceforth called by the Greek name of diocese.
To provide for the upkeep of worship and the sustenance of the
priest, the founder of every church presented it with a donation
of land, and men to till it, which remained the inalienable pro-
perty of that church. The councils had decided that no church
could be created without an endowment. Another resource of the
church consisted of the offerings, or oblations made by the faithful
in money or in kind, and the dues paid on receiving the sacraments
or as a condition of burial in consecrated ground, in the cemetery
attached to the church.
The church which formed the centre of every parish was dedi-
cated at the time of its construction to some saint, above whose
tomb it was sometimes built; a portion of his body or garments
was sometimes preserved in it as a relic and regarded as sacred.
In the eyes of the faithful the saint was no mere symbol: he was
venerated as a real and ever-present being, endowed with super-
natural powers and known as the patron saint, or protector,
because he protected his church and parish, averting dangers,
epidemics, war, famine, and drought, working miracles and per-
forming cures. The anniversary of his death became the feast-day
of the village (flu patronale) and has remained so down to the
twentieth century. The worship of the saint united the parish
in a mystic community under a divine leader and so to some extent
decentralized the religious authority and conferred a certain
autonomy on the parish.
Thus the priest now established in the country feecame autono-
mous. At first he had been entrusted only with • subordinate
functions, the bishop alone dispensing the sacraments and making
it obligatory for the faithful to come to the town to celebrate the
feasts of the church and receive baptism. He kept the adminis-
tration of all church property in his own hands and took the
greater part of its revenues. By the seventh century the bishop
kept only two of the sacraments in his own hands: the ordination

